
Public  

The word public or rather the essence of it has not changed ever since 

people changed from a nomadic lifestyle to a settled one.   

óPublicô comes to light in direct contrast to the private, be it at a small 

scale or a much larger scale. ... 

open to everyone, and typically frequented by large numbers of people  



To say that in todayôs society, ñpublic spaces are for everybody except the public,ò does not 

demonstrate a broad perspective to the issue at hand.  

Our cities may óseemô to cater to everybody except the common man.  

However, public spaces of different calibers cater to a wide range of society.  

  

Public spaces just like any other space have a wide range of scales, ranging from the one within 

our own house to the public spaces at an urban scale. 



A fundamental failureé 

In the shift from the agrarian society to the an industrialized one, from handicrafts to the 

machine, from single production to mass production, in trying to produce in abundance 

for the public, a large section of society got left outé 



Characteristicsé 

Å Works for a wide section of a society.  

 

Å Open to everyone, and typically frequented by large numbers of people.  

 

Å sociable spaces with more women, children and elderly  

 

Å people feel relaxed, secured and enjoy the time they spend there  

 

Å Physically and visually accessible  

 

 

Å(MORE TO COME HERE) 



Role of Public Spacesé 



Å Indicator of the culture, society and political situation of a period  

 

Å Allows a wide range of contact with the rest of the city  

 

Å Facilitates human interaction  

 

Å Boost civic pride though fine surroundings  

 

Å Attracts investment  

 

Å A place where people can relax.  

 

 

Å(More to come here)  



Public places todayé 
Mentality of the people; a driving factoré 



Degradation of public spaces:  

 

Disregard for quality of space.  

Indiscriminate use of the Automobile  

Faltering development  

Encroachments ï greed  

Overcrowding  

Abuse  

Misunderstanding  

Attempted upgradation of public spaces:  

 

Specialized functions  

Civic authorities  

Sensitivity toward quality of space  

Infrastructure  

 

 





CONNAUGHT PLACE 
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India Gate is immensely 

popular among Delhiites as 

it is the only place with 

such a huge expanse of 

greens in the entire city.  

 

Families come here with 

their packed meals. Kids 

and elders alike can be 

found enjoying a game of 

cricket here  

Children returning from their schools, 

in the screeching summer heat, jump 

and bathe in the sprinkling water 

bodies. The place is alive with the 

omnipresent ice creamwalas.  



The monumental India Gate forms an impressive 

backdrop to these activities and many people can be 

found around it, getting themselves photographed.  





Trees, waterscapes and fountains in the lawns create a micro climate within 

the place making it a very cool and comfortable environment. The place is 

well maintained. It is also safe because of presence of police. It is a 

celebration of urban life, vitality and diversity. Hence it is a place with 

a unique combination of feelings  





India Gate is an important traffic 

node making it easily accessible from 

all parts of the city.  

 

Many people stop here for an ice cream 

simply because India Gate happens to 

fall en route their destination  



The war memorial arch or the so called India Gate 

is not only a monument but also a public space for 

the entire city.  

Serves as a venue for the majestic republic and also 

as a picnic spot for the people of Delhi specially 

during the sultry summer evenings.  

Initially people came here to pay respect at the Amar 

Jawan Jyoti, undying flame that burns beneath the 

memorial arch. Gradually lawns around the monument 

developed into a favorite picnic and recreational area   


